. o t that it was painted, gilded, covered with embroidered materials, ornamented with precious stones, decorated with monumental crests, gemmed crowns, and fluttering ribbons. These enrichments have survived only in rare instances. But we have vivid reminders of their splendor from the many contemporary illuminated manuscripts, like this Book of Hours, which show us how unbelievably rich were the knights' costumes and armor. Here, too, we have reminders among the nameless marginal monsters that the knight not only pledged his lance and sword for the defense of the Christian faith but that he also set out on preposterous exploits to conquer dragons.
